Volume XXXI, Issue 10

THE PATHFINDER

A Publication of West Haven Presbyterian Church for our Members and Friends in Christ

October, 2011

Dear Friends,

Even Hurricane Irene could not dampen the
spirits of the disciples of West Haven Church! We did
postpone some events, but that did not postpone the
enthusiasm. Celebration Sunday was a great success!
Wonderful food (and lots of it!), great fellowship (lots of
that too), and plenty of excitement for the new Sunday
School year. If you have not made a commitment for
yourself or your children to attend a Bible study class
this fall, it is not too late. Don’t be caught napping ....
Come to Sunday School!!

As if eating a huge breakfast weren’t enough, we
were all back again for ice cream in the afternoon.
Many of our Scout families joined us and as they say, a
great time was had by all!!

Presbyterians do know how to eat at church, so
the Men cranked up their breakfast group with a guest,
Widgie Kornegay, who spoke on his journey of faith.
Worship by the River was moved indoors due to some
unseasonably cool and damp weather. But again the
saints of West Haven have a spirit that cannot be
dampened. We sang to the accompaniment of guitars
played by Bruce Inscoe and David Pearson. And we ate
yet again — wonderful BBQ from Parker’s. All these
events were opportunities to get to know each other
better, so if you missed one of these events, put the next
one on your calendar.

Stewardship season is just around the corner
when we consider the great and mighty blessings of our
God and how we can respond to such generosity and
grace. | hope you will clear your calendar for October
16 at 3:00 p.m. for a time to gather with this community
of faith as we seek ways in which God may be leading
us into the future in ministry. Also mark November 6 to
attend worship on Consecration Sunday, declare your
commitment to the church for 2012, and enjoy a catered
meal right after church.

I said | would review a book for you. Ordinary
Resurrections Children in the Years of Hope by Jonathan
Kozol. This is a powerful book about children and their
families and the church that defies the odds by offering
hope and promise despite the terrible living conditions,
the ghetto-like area in which the City of New York has
forced them to live, the lack of funding for the schools
these children must attend, the drugs, the violence. Mr
Kozol visited this area on a regular basis to survey the
quality of life, and was blown away by the amazing
amount of life that was experienced by the families in

such horrid circumstances. St Ann’s Church with its
after school care program is able to shine a small
amount of light into an otherwise desperate situation.
I commend this book to you.

Peace, Connie

~ CONGREGATIONAL LIFE ~

SHAWL MINISTRY

October 1 9:30 a.m.
Pemberton Bldg.

If you need yarn or patterns, contact Lyn Stephens.

Please join us! If you do not know how to knit or
crochet, we will teach you!

Dedication of premie hats for Duke Neo-natal unit

Frager Circle
Monclags 1 1:00 am

Join us as we pray for concerns of the church and the
world. Fill out a Prayer Request and give it to the
Pastor or Trudy Martin. All prayers and concerns are
confidential.
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Tuesday, October 11 at 10:00 a.m.
Pemberton Conference room

The study this year is entitled “Confessing the
Beatitudes” and is written by Margaret Aymer, Assc.
Prof. of NT at ITC in Atlanta, GA. She is ordained
Minister of Word and Sacrament in the PCUSA.

All women are invited to participate in the life of
Presbyterian Women. Join us for Bible study, fellowship

and service.
GEMS LUNCH
O " Wednesday  October 12, 2011
‘ﬁ 12:30 PM ]
All retired and 55+ folks are invited to join Yummy breakfast covered dish
us for a delicious meal and fellowship all for the cost of
$3.00!

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
SEPTEMBER 11

RSVP on Sunday in the Friendship Register

MEN OF WEST HAVEN _
BREAKFAST 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, October 16 8:30 a.m.

All men are invited to come for good

eats and great conversation!

Fall Bible Study on Philippians

Wednesday, Oct. 12-Nov. 16  10:30 a.m.
Pemberton Conference Room
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Olive Garden
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| gﬁ Wormen’s Retreat
!‘ ! September 23 - 25
. : Figure Eight Island, NC

V0 y It has been about 20
AC% years since the
“new” blue
hymnbook was
produced. A “new”
new one is in the
works. As part of
the project
Presbyterian churches around the country and the world
to sing the same song on a designated Sunday per
month. We will join with our brothers and sisters in this
project to express our unity with many voices, one song.

e Song

October 30, 2011 (Reformation Sunday): A Mighty
Fortress is Our God, 1990/Blue Hymnal #260

2011 Sanctuary Flower Calendar

The new Flower Calendar for 2011 will remain the
same as this year, unless you wish to change your date.
Call church office, 446-5226 to make changes.

Outreach Sunday  October 2

Please bring your gift of canned goods for United
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Community Ministries and
ethnic hair care products for
My Sister’s House. Also
collected on this date are
Labels for Education UPC
labels from Campbell and
Franco-American products
for Barium Springs Home

for Children and our Pennies for Hunger for hunger
relief through the PCUSA.

Worship by the River
Sunday, September 18




~ FINANCE & PERSONNEL ~

~FINANCIAL UPDATE~
Treasurer's Report as of 8-31-11

This Month YTD
Where we should be
(pledges made) $12,942 $103,536
Where we are
(pledges received) 9,657 103,623
Over (Under) ($3,285) $87

Budgeted Expenses $16,573 $132,584

Actual Expenses 19,675 118,317
Over (Under) $3,102 ($14,267)
OTHER GIFTS

Two Cents a Meal [July] $ 6.95
Gifts & Memorials $ 20.00
West Haven Endowment $ 25.50
Landscaping $ 25.00

Remember the West Haven Endowment — the
gift that keeps on giving!

Check out our website! You will find all sorts of up-to-
date lists, the latest letter from Becca Young, missionary
in Indonesia and other helpful information.
Thanks, John Stratton!
www.westhavenpresbyterian.org

~ STEWARDSHIP ~

Cave the Dates

All Congregation
Small Group Gatherings
Sunday QOctober 16 3:00 pm

New Consecration Sunday
Sunday November 6th

Worship 11:00 a.m.
Catered [Luhcheon 12:00 p.Mm.

This is the time of year we begin to revisit our
commitment of time, talent and money for the
work of the church. It is what we call
stewardship. For us, stewardship goes hand in
hand with discipleship. As students of Christ, we
are continually growing and developing our
spiritual lives and in gaining knowledge and
understanding, we in turn help others to know
Christ. To this end, we use our money, time and
the talents God gave us. So during this time of
stewardship, let us focus on the need of each of
us to give for his or her own spiritual
development, not budgets or bottom lines.

Please mark your calendar for the following
dates:

October 16t 3:00-4:30pm- We will meet in small
informal groups for dessert and coffee with our
elders. We'll discuss and define stewardship and
how it is relevant to us. Time and Talent sheets
will be handed out.

November 6, 2011 - Consecration Sunday We
will again have a dynamic speaker during
worship and will allow time during the service
for you to complete your Estimate of Giving
cards. After worship, we will gather in the
Rinehart Fellowship hall for a celebration lunch
with an encore performance from Hunter Hill
Cafe. Bring your appetite!!

Later this month we will send out a letter
requesting you to make a special effort to attend
the worship service and celebration lunch on
Consecration Sunday- November 6th.

In the coming weeks, let us prayerfully look to
God and ask, What can I give at this time and in
this place?

The Stewardship Committee


http://www.westhavenpresbyterian.org/�

~ SESSION ~

Session Digest
September 20™ Digest

e Heard more plans for

Consecration Sunday and stewardship season

e Approved more Sunday School teachers and
curriculum

e Heard report of minor damage to church from
Irene

e Approved $700 donation to Disaster Relief in
New Hope Presbytery from Mission Fair

e Approved gift to Becca Young, missionary to
Jakarta, Indonesia

e Approved mid-week Bible Study for fall

e Approved joint worship with Lakeside Baptist

e Prayed for the congregation

New Hope Presbytery honored for
generosity

Our presbytery was honored recently for high levels
of giving among all presbyteries of the PCUSA:

#6 in total giving $646,026
#10 in Mission Support $192,832
#4 in All other Appeals $316,994

THANK YOU . ..

Joyce Flye and Audrey Clark for processing
the Newsletter.

Bruce Inscoe and David Pearson for music at
Worship by the River.

All Ministry Teams for the diligent work to
make ministry happen at West Haven

We Get Letters. ..

To the session and congregation of
WHPC:

| want to thank you for nominating me for
the 2011 “older” adult award. | appreciate the

honor and the confidence. May God bless us as
a church family as we honor Him.

Sincerely, Amaryllis G. Dawes

A huge thank you to Georgia Stussie for all she
does for the handbell program. So much time spent
on researching and finding new pieces for us to
learn. Bringing her computer so we can listen to
some of the music to better help us get the way it
should sound. She brings enthusiasm and
encouragement to all of us, and we just want you to
know how much we appreciate your efforts. You're
the best, Georgia.

Ann Martin

Dear Connie,

Pease extend my thanks to the
congregation of West Haven Presbyterian Church
for the recent donation of clothing, toiletries and
household items to My Sister’s house. Your
support enables us to make a difference in the
lives of the women, children and men in our
community who have been impacted by intimate
partner violence and sexual assault.

| appreciate your support and generosity.

Warmly, Meredith

WHPC,
Thank you for my flowers from September 11, 2011.
Love, Lorraine Brice

If you have digital pictures to share, email them to
office@westhavenpresbyterian.org
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